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CHESAPEAKE BAY CHANNELS

The controlling depth in the channels in the
Chesapeake Bay are shown on tabulations
printed on large scale charts and are not indicated
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NOTE F
TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME
The traffic separation scheme is designed to aid in the
prevention of collisions at the approaches to Chesapeake Bay
and does not supersede or alter the applicable Rules of the
Road
The RECOMMENDED routes for entering and departing
from Chesapeake Bay are overprinted on this chart. The
Northeast Approach is marked by a tinted magenta line
centered on a line L.f ‘.‘a rway buoys which separates tk
ll\-. courses of inbound and outbound vessels. Vessels
leave all buoys on ih?ir port hand
It is RECOMMENDED that the following ships use the
uthern Approach deep-water route when bound for
F 85t (Day) ey . apeake Bay from sea or to sea from Chesapeake Bay
c ;M IS&&M‘\ = 6’ \ Deep-draft ships, drafts defined as 42 feet/12.8 meters or
\ & G 14 | bl e greater in fresh water, and naval aircraft carriers. Ships
it = g drawing less than 42 feet/12.8 meters may use the deep-water
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Subm N Y 4 route when, in their master's judgment, the effects of shi
Oc 45 271 (Day) f — LzosM 15 | FIG6s@\ Subm, 5o ' judg P
Oc 4s 23 (Night)_F/ FIR4 g ppai N :gyus‘mem’f;és 5 characteri , its speed, and prevailing environmental
: 14 C 24 gG P conditions may cause the draft of the ship to equal or exceed

42 feet/12.8 meters.

’ Spaniard Pt It is RECOMMENDED that a ship using the deep-water route
{ . 20 G 1uc /(g" \ 25 = m";f_a Announce its intention on VHF-FM channel 16 as it approach-
N7 FIG4s~ f@,.ﬁ. \ é.bs..? 25 1; \ = es Ches <e Bay Southern Approach Lighted Whistle Buoy
FR 33 FJ”@‘ comintsig k| 13 *CB" on the south end, or Chesapeake Bay Entrance Lighted
22 - G-'JS‘r MSJM&,E;-- 24 ..k {32.2"!,'; | Whistle Buoy "CH", on the north end of the routs;

Avoid, as far as practicable, overtaking other ships operating

A 39 rrzss 180N — 18R

FIR 4s 4M "2° N
Mé‘go, -‘§2 Nz n the deep-water route
f;y R 96435“55&‘__)?@\ 31 Keep as near to the outer limit of the route which lies on the
41t2 Fr2.5s 25ft 4M- : starboard side as is safe and practicable.

ntrewill :
Centreville All other ships approaching the Chesapeake Bay traffic

n scheme should use t ppropriate inbound or
raffic lane of the traffic ration scheme.

#

Traffic within the precautionary area may consist of vessels
operating between Thimble Shoal and Ch csapeakL Channels
and cone of the established traffic lanes. Mariners are advised
to exercise extreme care in navigating within this area. The
nermal Pilot Boarding Area is outlined by & magenta bar

(use chart 12272)
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